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When it comes to times tables, speed AND accuracy are important ï the more facts 

your child remembers, the easier it is for them to do harder calculations.   

Times Table Rock Stars is a fun and challenging programme designed to help students 

master the times tables!   

To be a Times Table Rock Star you need to answer any multiplication or division fact 

up to 12×12 in less than 3 seconds! As an extension practise up to 15x15.   

The goal is for all participating rockers to be Times Table Rock Stars after 20 weeks!  
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World famous rock musicians are the best at what they do because they've spent hours practising 

guitar chords, writing music or playing on the drums. It's just the same with times tables ï all Times 

Table Rock Stars need to practise and practise.  

Each child has been tested to establish their personal starting time, so we can track their individual 

progress. The goal is for all pupils at Dixons to be able to say any times table in under 3 seconds. In 

order for your child to reach this goal, it's essential that your child does a little bit of times table 

practice every night. In my experience, short bursts of practise on a daily basis are more effective 

than spending hours once a week. Of course, some children will need more practice than others to 

reach this standard.   

And this is where you come in. For your child to be fully motivated and for them to get the best out of 

the practice, they need your help. Without your praise and your reminders, without you sitting down 

next to them or checking their work, practising times tables will not feel important to your child.   

In this handbook we have set out a suggested plan you could follow to reach this goal. This plan is 

based on successful Times Tables Rock Stars schools where 100% of children have reached this goal. 

It's the same plan throughout but the times tables change each week. My recommendation is that you 

are there to help them every evening for up to 15minutes during the first two weeks. This will help to 

establish a routine. After that, I recommend that you help your child get started for the first 5 

minutes and then check on them at the end and praise them for their effort and commitment.   

Over the course of the next few weeks and months, your child WILL get faster and more accurate 

with the times tables. All your hard work and theirs WILL make them a Times Table Rock Star!  

  

  

  

  

 

We recommend that each evening, your child follows the order presented below:  

  

1. Read the times tables out loud ï Your child has a copy of all the times tables printed in their 

essential facts booklet. Together with your child, read the times tables that we are focusing on 

that week. For example, if itôs week 3 of the Cycle 1 then concentrate on the 4 times table. Do it 

a second time round but this time your child should be trying to say them without reading 

them from the page. It is more important that they say them correctly than say them quickly 

at this stage.   

2. Scatter tables ï These are available on request from your childôs teacher. To use them, you call 

out a question from the times table you are focusing on and your child has to point to the 

answer on the page. For example, if you are concentrating on the 5 times table, then find the 

Scatter Table for the 5s and call out questions like, ñ9 times 5ò (your child points to 45), ñ6 

times 5ò (your child points to 30). Your child should be trying to get them correct and not 

worrying about speed.  
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3. Write tables on a piece of paper ï Your child should write down the times tables being focused 

on that week. Any piece of paper will do.  

4. Internet games ï There are lots of websites that have multiplication games on them. My 

favourites are:  

a. www.TTrockstars.com   

b. www.sumdog.com   

c. Other games to google:   

Moonmaths    

Learn your Tables   

Pumpkins    

Trees  

I Love Maths Games   

Your child will receive a log in for ttrockstars and sumdog within the first week of the 

academic year. Keep a copy of these passwords at home so there are no problems with logging 

in. They should practise on www.ttrockstars.com every evening and, if they want additional 

practice to become speedy and fluent, on another website too. Let us know if you will have 

difficulty accessing the internet or difficulty getting on to websites and weôll provide more 

paper-based activities.  

5. Practice sheet ï your child should try to correctly answer as many questions on practice sheets 

as they can inside the time limit. There will be practice sheets available to print from the 

maths area of the dixons website.  They may need help using a stopwatch. There is a stopwatch 

on the internet at www.online-stopwatch.com and on most mobile phones.   

  

  

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/
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Topic Questions for you to try! Good luck!  

  

Scale balance  

The numbers on these scales balance.  

  

Write the missing number so that these scales balance.  

  
1 mark  

 Digit cards  

          Look at the digit cards numbered from 1 to 9  

  

          Use the digit cards to complete the calculations below.  

          You can use each card more than once.  

  

                     
1 mark  

  

                     
1 mark  
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1 mark  

  
1 mark  

 School uniform  

A shop sells school uniform.  

   

Two shirts and one jumper cost £29  

One shirt and one jumper cost £21  

  

How much does one jumper cost?  

  

   

£  

  

2 marks Two 

Numbers  

     I am thinking of two numbers.  

When I add my numbers, the answer is 1 When I 

multiply my numbers, the answer is 0.09 What are my 

numbers?  

       

  ...................... and ......................  

1 mark  
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Add to 8  

Complete this diagram so that the three numbers in each line add to 8  

  
2 marks  

            

Doughnuts  

          Here are the prices of doughnuts at two different shops.  

   

Shop A     

   

Shop B  

3 doughnuts for £2  5 doughnuts for £3.50  

  

          I want to buy 15 doughnuts.  

          In which shop are the doughnuts cheaper?  

          You must show your working.  

  

          Tick ( ) your answer.  
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 Shop A               Shop B  

2 marks  

Square tiles  

Stacey has 6 square tiles that are all the same size.  

                                                   

She joins the 6 tiles to make this rectangle.  

  

  

   

(a)     On the grid below, draw a different rectangle she could make using the 6 tiles.  

  
1 mark (b)     Stacey wants to make a square using more than her 6 tiles.  

How many more tiles does she need?  

  

  .................. more  

1 mark  

       



 

16  

  

TOPIC QUESTIONS-  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
The following are the topics you will be practising to prepare you for Secondary education. You can 

rag yourself Red/Yellow/Green depending on how confident you feel about the topic and then 

continue with answering the questions. 

 

Learning Outcome  Tier  R  Y  G  

          

Topic 1:  Calculations (Core)      

LO1: To be able to use a method to solve multiplication problems  F  R  Y  G  

LO2: To be able to use a method to solve division problems  F  R  Y  G  

LO3: To be able to use BIDMAS to calculate solutions  F  R  Y  G  

LO4: To be able to state a value to a required degree of accuracy  F  R  Y  G  

          

          

Topic 2: Fractions (Core)      

LO1: To be able to use the property of fractional equivalence  F  R  Y  G  

LO2: To be able to add and subtract fractions  F  R  Y  G  

          

Topic 3: Area and Volume (Core)      

LO1: To be able to calculate area of compound shapes  F  R  Y  G  

LO2: To be able to derive and use formula for area  F  R  Y  G  

LO3: To be able to apply the formula for volume of a prism (excluding cylinders)  F  R  Y  G  

          

Topic 4: Percentages (Core)      

LO1: Calculate a percentage of a quantity using a calculator where appropriate  F  R  Y  G  

LO2: Express a quantity as a percentage of an amount  F  R  Y  G  

          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

F - Foundation  

F+ - Additional foundation  

H ï Higher  
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Stage C ï Topic 1      Calculations   

LO1: To be able to use a method to solve multiplication problems  

1  
  

2  
  

3  

  
4  

  

LO2:  To be able to use a method to solve division problems  

1  

  

2  

  
3  

  
4  

  
5  

  

6  

  
LO3: To be able to use BIDMAS to calculate solutions  

  
     

1  
  

2  
  

3  
  

4  
  

5  

  
 

 

6  
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LO4: To be able to state a value to a required degree of accuracy  

1  
 

 

      
2  

  
3  

  
4  

  
5  

  
Mixed Problems  

1  David is saving for a new bike which costs £175. He has been saving £7 a week for 9 weeks.  

How much more does he need to save?  

2  18 eggs are needed to make an omelette for 6 people, how many eggs are needed to make an 

omelette for 4 people?  

3  I bought a card costing £1.76 and a chocolate bar costing 63p.  There was a 10% sale that 

day.  How much did I spend?  

4  Carmen weighs 53kg. Her sister weighs 18kg less. She  said:    óTogether,  we  weigh  23kg 

less than our  Dad!ô How much does their Dad weigh?  
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Stage C ï Topic 2 -  Fractions   

LO1: To be able to use the property of fractional equivalence  

1  

  
2  

  
3  

  
4  

  
LO2: To be able to add and subtract fractions  

1  

  
2  

  
3  

  
4  

  
5  

  
  Mixed Problems  

1  Andy and Bob have a pizza each. After they have eaten some of their pizzas, Andy has  of his 

pizza left and Bob has  of his left. What fraction of pizza do they have left in total?  

2  Charlene has a bag of sweets. She gives  to her friend and eats   . What fraction of the bag of sweets 

does Charlene have left?  
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3  Dave and Ed are putting together bags of marbles to sell for charity. Dave has  of a bag left over 

and Ed has  of a bag left. Can they combine what they each have left to make another bag? (You 

must show your workings)  

4  Freya wants to make two cakes. She has  of a bag of flour. The first cake requires  of a bag of 

flour and the second cake needs   of a bag of flour. Does Freya have enough flour to make 

both cakes?  

(You must show your workings)  

  

Stage C ï Topic 3 -  Area and Volume   

LO1: To be able to calculate area of compound shapes  

1  

   

  

2  

  

3  

  

  

5  Georgeôs  van  can  carry  a  maximum  of  5  tonnes.  George  needs  to  deliver  two  loads weighing 

3 tonnes and 1  tonnes. Can George take both loads at once? (You must show your workings)  

6  Harriet is sowing grass seed in her garden. She has 1 bags of grass seed. Her front garden needs  

of a bag and the back garden needs  of a bag. Does Harriet have enough grass seed? (You must 

show your workings)  
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4  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

5  
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6  

  



 

23  
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3    
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Stage C ï Topic 4      Percentages  

LO1:  To be able to calculate a percentage of a quantity using a calculator where appropriate  

1  Without using a calculator, work out the following:  

                 
2  

  
3  

  
  

  

 

4  Using a calculator, work out the following:  

  
5  

  
6  

  
7  

  
8  

  
LO2:  To be able to express a quantity as a percentage of an amount  

1   Without using a calculator, write the following as percentages:  

                   
2  

                            
3  

    
4  

     

           

                      

              


